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CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the con-
ference report to accompany H.R. 2577, an 
act making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, and Housing and 
Urban Development, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and 
for other purposes. 

Mitch McConnell, John Cornyn, Mike 
Rounds, Thad Cochran, Roy Blunt, 
John Barrasso, Marco Rubio, Lamar 
Alexander, Tom Cotton, Bill Cassidy, 
John Hoeven, Thom Tillis, Jeff Flake, 
James M. Inhofe, Tim Scott, Shelley 
Moore Capito, Steve Daines. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call be waived with re-
spect to the cloture motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

COMPROMISE GUN LEGISLATION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Collins 
vote, which just took place a few min-
utes ago, was a vote that was, for lack 
of a better description, just a show 
vote. The Collins supporters won. That 
was their victory, and it is the first 
time since the historic vote of Senator 
FEINSTEIN in 1993 dealing with assault 
weapons that the NRA has been in a 
situation where they can’t declare a 
victory. They lost this one. 

But I would hope now the Republican 
leader will bring the Collins com-
promise to a vote here on the floor—a 
real vote. Today’s vote was kind of like 
heads I win, tails you lose, because for 
the supporters of the Collins amend-
ment, that was it with them because it 
guaranteed that even if Collins sup-
porters won the vote, it wouldn’t ad-
vance. But we did. We won the vote. 
Collins won that vote. 

It is really too bad that the Repub-
lican leader worked so hard to defeat 
the bipartisan compromise put forward 
by the brave senior Senator from 
Maine. But despite the efforts of the 
majority, now the Republican leader-
ship has a responsibility to bring the 
Collins bill to this floor for a real vote, 
not a fake vote—a vote that provides 

the bill a real chance to advance. I sure 
hope we have that opportunity. It is 
the right thing for the country. The 
country agrees that something has to 
be done. 

Even though it wasn’t a big victory, 
it was a victory. I hope the NRA will 
step back and do what they have said 
they would do 15 years ago, and that is 
work to close loopholes, especially the 
gun show loophole. It is disappointing 
that they have taken a new tack and 
are against anything for more gun safe-
ty. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland. 

f 

VOTING IN THE SENATE AND 
HOUSE 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, it 
looks like this week is coming to an 
end in terms of legislative efforts—or 
the lack thereof—in the House and in 
the Senate. I want everyone to know 
what this week was. It seemed like the 
week of disruption. We had a filibuster 
in the U.S. Senate, and we had a sit- 
in—an unprecedented sit-in—in the 
House of Representatives. What was 
that all about? It wasn’t only over the 
substance—it goes to the struggle to 
find the best way for gun control, 
which really we want to be violence 
control. And what did we filibuster 
about? Yes, we wanted to take up the 
no-fly, no-buy issue, which says that if 
you are on a terrorist list, you 
shouldn’t be able to buy a gun, and to 
extend background checks to Internet 
sales and gun shows, but it was also 
about the right to vote. The filibuster 
was to get a vote. We didn’t say how 
people would vote. We knew that would 
be a subject of debate, further amend-
ment, further amendment, and then a 
vote. Votes are called yes or no. But 
the filibuster was about getting the op-
portunity to offer the amendments, to 
even be able to vote at all. 

Let’s go over to the House of Rep-
resentatives. What did they sit in 
about? This was not just a spontaneous 
spout or pout. One of the most distin-
guished Americans, the Congressman 
from Georgia, JOHN LEWIS, led a sit-in. 
He led a sit-in, once again, about get-
ting a vote. This is a man who marched 
across the Pettus Bridge from Selma, 
AL, faced being beaten, faced dogs, and 
bears the permanent legacy and 
wounds of that civil rights struggle, 
but he wanted to march for the right to 
vote and was willing to bear any bur-
den. Then why did this man at a cer-
tain age and stage literally sit down on 
his hands and knees again? And what 
was that for? That was for the right to 
vote. That wasn’t taking on some au-
thoritarian Governor; that was simply 
in the House of Representatives: Give 
us a vote. 

People will say: Well, why did they 
do that? Those votes lost in the Sen-
ate. But there were actually two com-
promises here—a Collins amendment 
and, at the last minute, a Johnson 
amendment. 

I want people to know what is going 
on here. There is the substantive de-
bate on how we can curb violence in 
our country and violence perpetrated 
where we are just awash in guns in our 
country. That is the subject of debate 
and discussion. I welcome all ideas. I 
recognize and support the Second 
Amendment of the Constitution. As I 
said earlier in the discussion, I support 
not only the Second Amendment, I sup-
port all of the amendments, and I real-
ly take seriously my oath to defend the 
Constitution and to defend the Amer-
ican people against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic. We took that oath. 

So I am saying here, can we get rid of 
the obstructionism to get to votes and 
to get to real votes, not only votes that 
are some kind of parliamentary proce-
dure linguistic thing going on. We vote 
on the motion to proceed. We vote to 
table the motion. Those are really le-
gitimate parliamentary processes, but 
they are the fog. They are the fog of 
parliamentary procedure. 

The American people have a right—I 
think the Congress and Members of it 
should have a right to offer solutions 
to national problems. I think that 
should come in the form of legislation 
and the amendment process following 
the rules. Follow the rules. Put out the 
bill. But when it comes time to vote, 
we should be able to have a vote and we 
should be able to vote clearly yes or 
no. That is all we are asking for here. 

We are going to go through yet one 
more week, and I hope that next week 
we can actually face our responsibil-
ities and try to come up with real solu-
tions to a very real national problem, 
which is how to curb violence in our 
country; to come up with a variety of 
ideas, and from those ideas, offer them 
through legislation and amendment 
and have very clear votes. 

People would like us, first of all, to 
act like Senators and Congresspeople. 
They would also like us to act with ci-
vility. We have seen it time and time 
again here. But they would also like 
for us to speak in plain English and 
have rules that we should follow and 
that they can understand. 

So as this week comes to an end— 
this has been an unprecedented week in 
our country of a lot of turmoil and tu-
mult. There has been a lot within our 
mutual institutions. I hope calmer 
heads prevail when we come back. 
Let’s really get back to the legislative 
process that has been established by 
Senate rule and tradition. Let’s have 
civil debate. Let’s approach it with in-
tellectual rigor. Let’s approach it with 
the sincerity I feel is known on both 
sides of the aisle. But, please, let’s seek 
solutions to our national problems and 
not seek solutions to solve our party 
problems. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

ENZI). The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
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